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Actors’ Theatre of SC receives major grant  
to shoot Docudrama on hero, John Laurens 

 

South Carolina Humanities has awarded Actors’ Theatre of South Carolina a major grant toward shooting a 
docudrama film based on the play, Radical Son, about a little known hero and abolitionist of the American 
Revolutionary War from Charleston, John Laurens. His valiant efforts took place ninety years before slavery 
ended in America. 
 
The film covers extraordinary adventures of the young, white son of Henry Laurens, who, while a law 
student in London, demanded his father free his slaves and that all slavery in the colonies be outlawed prior 
to the American Revolution.  
 
John Laurens accomplished numerous acts of bravery during his short life, including fighting a duel for the 
honor of George Washington and risking his life in many battles. The story includes John’s British 
abolitionist friend, Thomas Day, Alexander Hamilton and a fictitious secretly freed black servant, whom the 
writers believe could have been a part of his life. 
 
“The film has timely themes of courage and reconciliation.” says, writer-director, Chris Weatherhead. 
“Although few know what he achieved, John Laurens should be as well known as Francis Marion (The 
Swamp Fox), Benjamin Franklin or Patrick Henry. This film is an exciting project to help celebrate our 
twentieth year of producing theater and film in South Carolina. Our goal is to win global film awards and sell 
the project to a network broadcasting historical content. 
 
Against his father's will, John left his studies and young wife in England and joined the Continental Army at 
Valley Forge, where he quickly proved himself. He then convinced the US Continental Congress to grant 
him a regiment of 3,000 black slaves to train to fight for their personal freedom while fighting for the freedom 
of the new American nation. 
 
Local star and native Charlestonian, Robbin Knight, portrays John Laurens and is a co-producer of the 
project.  Broadway, film, TV actor and director, Clarence Felder, is executive producer and plays Henry 
Laurens, John’s enigmatic father. Henry struggled with John’s passions while president of the Continental 
Congress and later, while imprisoned for treason in the Tower of London, where he fell in love with the 
jailer’s daughter, who became his patriot spy. 
 
An entertainment industry veteran, Chris Weatherhead, co-writer of the play and screenplay, will direct the 
film. Ms. Weatherhead directed All For Liberty, about another lost hero of the Revolution, Captain Henry 
Felder, which has won nine international film awards and is in worldwide distribution. It was also named one 
of “Top Ten Revolutionary War Movies” by the Journal of The American Revolution. 
 
The film is also be funded in part by the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation and is looking for more 
business and private donors.  Actors’ Theatre of South Carolina is a not-for-profit 501 (c)3 organization. For 
information, contact Chris Weatherhead, ccfelder@aol.com, 843-588-9636. www.actorstheatreofsc.org 
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